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5th Annual Fun Run
Yes, it is once again the
time of the year to start
stretching, jogging and preparing yourself to participate in the 5th Annual Danish Capital of Texas Fun
Run on April 22. Funds
raised by the Run assists in
keeping the Museum open
and provides support for
special activities. This important event in our year
gives us an opportunity to
enjoy the day together
with the Run, music, food,
door prizes, trophies and
medals. We will give a
toast to the Queen, as is
our tradition. Anna Thomsen Holliday, Danish Consul, will present the trophies as she has before.

Participants in the family
mile walk/run will receive
completion medals. 5K participants are eligible for trophies in their age group. Of
course, there will be fun for
all whether running or walking, individually or as a family. Our goal each year is to
increase our participation
by at least 25%. We hope
you are ready to help reach
it.
To register, go to
www.signmeup.com or you
may register on site between 6:30 AM. and 8:00
AM. Race start times are:
8:30 AM — Family and
kids mile run/walk
9:15 AM — 5K Run for all
ages who have registered

Awards ceremony —
Following end of 5K race
Museum visit — After
the awards ceremony has
concluded, visit the Museum. You may view a short
video about the history of
Danevang, docents will be
on hand to guide you
through the exhibits—
some of which are new
since last year.
We have been fortunate
to have a large contingent
of Houston area volunteers/runners to help us
but more are needed. We
are seeking trainees – new
folks who are willing to
learn about a job for the
future.
Continued on pg. 5

5TH ANNUAL DANISH CAPITAL OF TEXAS FUN RUN
Saturday, April 22, 2017
Organized by the Danish Heritage Preservation Society
Location: The Danish Heritage Museum, 153 CR 426, Danevang, TX 77432

Children’s & Family 1 Mile Run/Walk Start Time: 8:30 AM
5K Start Time: 9:15 AM
REGISTRATION FORM - Please fill out a separate form for each family member
On Line Registration is available at www.signmeup.com Entries postmarked before March 31, 2017 will be guaranteed requested shirt size. All registrations after this date will get shirts while supplies last.

_____5K Fun Run $20

Shirt Size: Youth S

_____

Youth M Youth L Adult S

Adult M

Adult L Adult XL

Please circle shirt size. Thank you.
Packet Pick Up:

Tuesday, April 18 9am - 5pm

Lone Star Glass, 3804 Bissonnet, Houston, TX 77005

Thursday, April 20 9am - 5pm

Lone Star Glass, El Campo, 909 S. Mechanic, El Campo, TX 77437

Friday, April 21 1pm - 6pm

Community Hall, Danevang, TX 77432

Saturday, April 22

Community Hall, Danevang, TX 77432 Race Site

6:30am - 8:00am

WAIVER

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST SIGN WAIVER
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It’s Raffle Time Again!
Dear DHPS Members,
January is close to being over as I write to you tonight. This can only mean that spring is just around the corner.
With it comes our Annual Fun Run on April 22 and our annual Raffle drawing in June. Both events always have
been successful because of you. For this we say a big Texas size THANK YOU! We know we can count on you
once again this year and let me be the first to THANK YOU for your help this year.
I have been asked by our board and once again I have accepted the chairmanship of this year’s raffle. I need your
help so we can have another successful raffle. First we need prizes to be raffled off. We don’t need them in hand
until our Fun Run but we need to know what is being donated by March 10 so we have time to have our raffle
tickets printed before the Fun Run.
Second we need your help selling the tickets. As in the past we will be mailing you raffle tickets and we appreciate your help. If you can sell more than we send you, give me a call (979-240-3913) or call Suzan at the museum
(979-578-0808) and we will be glad to send you some more.
Last of all we need your help advertising the Fun Run and the raffle. The more runners we have and the more
tickets we sell the more funds we can raise for the good of the museum. For details on the Fun Run check out
our web page at www.danevangtx.org.
We look forward to seeing you at the Fun Run and the drawing in June at the June Board of Directors meeting.
We will have the date of the drawing on the raffle tickets after the Board sets the date. So once again I say
THANK YOU! I hope you will let Suzan or me know what you would like to donate for the raffle.
Kenny Christensen
Raffle Chairman

The Grand Prize
Adolph’s Fantastic
Smoker - custom made
just for our winner.
Many more prizes including gift cards.
Drawing— June 6
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This and That

Lunch Tours – Tours have
been booked for February,
March and April. Calls are
coming in for future dates.
These tours are a major contributor to our bottom line
so we intend to carry on as
long as we can. You have

been asked
many times to
The Danish
help, but please
Heritage
do consider it.
Museum
Each lunch tour
takes about 4
hours of your day. Dates are
Feb. 21, 22, March 1, and
April 27.

which is our gentle way to let
you know it is time to pay
your $20. DHPS relies on its
membership to not only fund
the organization but to
spread the word about the
museum and our activities to
Danes and friends of Danes.
Please send in your dues today.

Last call
for dues only $20
per year!

Membership Dues – this will
be your last newsletter if you
still haven’t paid your dues.
Reminders were sent out

St. Lucia Once Again a Success
Although St. Lucia Day is
officially December 13, the
DHPS has been celebrating it
on the first weekend of December for several years. St.
Lucia Day is recognized
throughout the Scandinavian
countries to celebrate the
coming of longer days and
more light. The DHPS celebration this year was held on
December 3 with storytelling,
music, crafts, and food. Under the leadership of Patty
Jensen, the party began at 2
PM with the traditional parade of St. Lucia and her
court. Mikaila Klimple,
daughter of Wade and Marlene Klimple of El Campo, was
Lucia for 2016.

Mikaila is a student at El
Campo High School where
she is active on the cross
country and track teams. She
is also a member of ECHS
STARS and the Anchor Club.
Her long range plans are to
attend Wharton County Junior College and the University
of Texas. She hopes to become a criminal defense
attorney. We appreciate her
participating in this celebration.
As Lucia, dressed in a gown
of white with a crown of light,
Mikaila read the story of the
Saint to the gathering followed by the group singing
songs. These included old
favorite Danish songs and

Christmas carols.
Makaila then led everyone in the dance around the
Christmas tree. With music
provided by Patty Jensen,
young and old joined in the
fun. Following the music
portion of the afternoon’s
program, the children created crafts guided by Stephanie Jensen and her helpers,
Sherry Green, Suzan Berndt
and Tanya Jensen. There
was lots of laughter and
everyone was smiling. Children followed directions and
their creations were unique.
Finally, Santa arrived to talk
to each and every visitor
who wanted to share their
Continued on pg. 5
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Danish 5K Fun Run Continued

Starting line of Fun
Run 2016

morning of the race. We
will heat them.
Set-up — Friday afternoon
to help with decorations,
sorting t-shirts, handing
out packets, general setup.
Race day — kitchen helpers to keep the platters
full, water station assisNo position requires spe- tants, and general workers
cial talent other than will- to run back and forth to
ingness and the ability to keep things organized.
follow a leader. If you are Clean-up — Clean up the
able to volunteer, a list of area after the race, help
jobs includes:
restore the Community
Food — aebelskever or
House to its regular Sunother Danish breakfast
day set-up, kitchen cleanbreads which may be
up.
frozen and brought the
Sponsors and donors

are needed. Sponsors are
acknowledged with their
company logo/name on
the Fun Run t-shirts, on
our web page and on a
plaque that will be displayed in the museum.
Details about sponsorships will be available by
February 15 and mailed to
all members and previous
supporters. If your company supports matching
funds, please see if this
will qualify. We look forward to seeing many of
you in Danevang on April
22. The race will go on
rain or shine.

St. Lucia a Success Continued
Christmas dreams and
wishes with him. He rewarded them with a small
bag of goodies. St. Lucia
was his helper, he had to
leave his elves at home
working on Christmas gifts
for children around the
world.
Refreshments of Danish
goodies and cookies were
served. Thanks to Cynthia
Priesmeyer for the wonderful food. Everyone had a
fun filled time. There were
about 60 children and

adults in attendance.
Young and old alike were
able to start the Christmas
season in an old-fashioned,
Danish way.
If you have never attended the celebration, put it
on your calendar for next
year. We will send out the
date early in the fall.
Our thanks also to Memorial Lutheran Church of
Katy for supplying the
robes for us for the past
serval years.

Mikala with Bridget
Jensen Howard
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Envelope with
Christmas seal and a
stamp showing Nazi
censorship review

Danish Christmas Seals
We are privileged to
have a complete collection of Danish Christmas
seals to display until
later this spring.
Danish Christmas
seals were the first
in the world. The
collection is provided to us on loan for
the purpose of display by Max Zollner.
Mr. Zollner is an
ardent stamp collector and as such
became enamored with
the very distinctive
Christmas seals of Denmark. This collection is
composed of 86 years of
seals, some detailing the
process for melding several colors into the picture.
According to Wikipedia, “Christmas seals are
labels placed
on mail during
the Christmas season to
raise funds and awareness for charitable programs.” In the United
States, we are very familiar with Easter seals and
others that encourage
their use to show support
for various causes. However, they are not used as
postage in any coun-

try. They are sold separately to raise funds for a
specific cause. In the case
of Denmark, the seals are
sold by the Postal Service
with the funds used for
services for children.
Denmark experienced a
severe increase in cases of
tuberculosis around 1900,
especially effecting children. Einar Holboll, a
postal employee, is credited with the idea of stamps
being sold to support
building a children’s TB
hospital. He was inspired
by the “sight of two ragged appearing children on
a stormy night in December 1903. He presented
his idea of selling special
stamps at Christmas to the
Danish Post Office to be
affixed along with regular
postage.
The idea was presented
to King Christian IX who
suggested the first seal
feature Queen Louise. In
1904, the first year of
sales, the Danes purchased 4 million seals raising approximately $20,000
($473,050 in today’s dollars) to be used toward
the construction of two
hospitals for children with
tuberculosis. After six

years of sales, there was
enough money to build
the hospitals. These
stamps were the first in
the world with the idea
spreading to other Scandinavian countries and beyond.
After the first hospitals
were completed, the Danish Christmas Seal Committee – today known as
Julemærkefonden (the
Christmas Seal Fund) decided at that time to put
all future collected funds
to use in building and operating convalescent
homes for children.”
Christmas seals are still
sold and adorn Christmas
cards, letters and packages. The process of making
the seals is displayed in
Mr. Zollner’s notebooks
which are available for
viewing. There are also
two letters with stamps
that were reviewed by
Nazis censors and bear
their approval.
Please take time to appreciate this collection
and we thank Mr. Zollner
very much for sharing
them with us.
(Information from Wikipedia and Max Zollner’s
notes)

Update on Repairs Needed for Pioneer House
In our last newsletter,
we alerted you that more
repairs are needed to keep
our Pioneer House in good
shape. We were fortunate
that Pam Petersen Pope
knew someone, Pat Supak,
in El Campo who is an expert in renovating old
homes. He has renovated
several in El Campo and
was willing to come give us
his expert advice on what
needs to be done.
The repairs that have
been recommended include installing a drip cap
above the band board running around the bottom of
the house, replacing rotten

cypress siding boards with
new caulk using a specific
caulk. Before painting,
thoroughly cleaning the
building, applying a sealant,
new primer and paint by
roller or brush, not spray. It
is further recommended
that we use a paint that has
mildewcide, and eradicate
the mold that appears in a
few places on the north side
window.
Additionally, the porch
railing needs to be sanded,
repaired with galvanized
nails and repainted, replace
the bottom board on the
windows that don’t match
and clean and seal the

handicapped walkway. Finally, relocate the tree currently growing in the flower
bed.
We are in the process
of getting bids and are
hoping the project can be
completed by next summer. As we have said
before, the House is a
treasure and an integral
part of our campus. Built
in 1896, it needs a great
deal of constant care and
refurbishment. If you
would like to donate to this
cause, please send it to the
Museum with “Pioneer
House” in the comment line
of your check. Thank you.
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The Pioneer House
porch railing needs
repair.

Welcome New Board Members
On Saturday, February 11, the general membership of the organization met and reviewed the past year,
looked forward to the future and elected new Board members as well as reelecting two who are willing to
serve another term. Those returning are Jay Kristiansen and Natalie Hansen. Be sure to thank them for their
service to the organization. Newly elected Board members are Michael Hansen of El Campo, Paul Jensen of
Austin and Irvin Wind of El Campo. It is wonderful to have new blood on the Board although Irvin is an old
master at it. He has been part of the Museum serving in various capacities, including president, since its inception. We surely do applaud these three gentlemen for stepping forward to fill vacancies.
Of course, Michael Brodsgaard passed away this year and his position has been left unfilled until now. We
certainly miss him and his wit. He was always willing to step forward to help in every way. Others being replaced are Glenn Holland who declined to serve again. He has been on the Board for at least two terms. He
lives in Bay City and has obligations there. Lupe Ramirez also decided to step down. He too has served many
years. Lupe, however, lives part time in Danevang and we seem to always have a need for him in some way
so I doubt he will be far away from us. He volunteers one of his men to help out with many of our immediate
maintenance needs for which we are infinitely grateful. Also, the Ramirez family is famous for their after-the
-Fun Run BBQ. Lupe will be around for that, I’m sure. Thanks to both of you for your support.
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Obituaries
Neal Flagg (88) passed
away on September 18, 2016.
He was born October 30, 1927
in West Columbia, Texas to
the late William Dandridge Sr.
and Moody Dorough Flagg.
He is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Irene Hansen
Flagg; son, The Rev. Wayne
Flagg of Weimar, TX; daughter, Denise Flagg of El Campo
TX; sister, Elsie McLean of
Pasadena, TX; special family,
Larry, June, Ty and Erica
Mitschke of Spring, TX and
numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death
by his parents; brother, W.D.
Flagg, Jr. and nephew, Sammy
Lynn McKnight.
A funeral service was held
September 23, 2016 at Christ
the Victor Lutheran Church in
Victoria, TX with Rev. Sharon
Wiggins officiating. A private
burial was held at the
Danevang Lutheran Cemetery,
Danevang, TX.
Virginia “Ginnie” Longwood Valigura (87) passed
away on October 16, 2016 in
Albuquerque NM. She was
born June 27, 1929 in
Danevang, TX to Theodore
and Myrtle Denton Longwood.
She is survived by her husband of 68 years, William
(Bill); son, Paul Valigura
(Mary); granddaughter Erin

Worbel (Joseph) and children.
She is also survived by several
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death
by her parents; brother,
Willard F. Longwood; and sister, Merle Longwood Teat.
Ginnie worked in payroll at
Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, TX and for the Navy
in Corpus Christi, TX. She
completed her career as a
purchasing agent for the Los
Alamos Laboratories in New
Mexico. She was a member
of St. Stephen’s Methodist
Church. She loved watching
sports, especially the San Antonio Spurs.
A Memorial service was
held on October 30, 2016 at
the Chester T. French Memorial Mausoleum Chapel in Albuquerque. Memorial contributions may be made to the
Salvation Army of Albuquerque.
Wesley Jim Miksik (86)
passed away November 1,
2016. He was born September 28, 1930 in DeWitt County, TX to the late Jim and Emillie Roznovsky Miksik. He was
a U.S. Air Force veteran and
served during the Korean Conflict. He served as a board
member of the Danevang
Farmers Co-Op and was the
former president of the
Danevang Volunteer Fire Department. Wesley was a

member of the Danevang
Lutheran Church Council
where he served as president
and was an organizer of the
annual fish fry. Wesley enjoyed many years as a farmer
and rancher.
He enjoyed life whatever
he was doing – working on
the farm, frying chicken fried
steak or fish, being with his
family, or dancing with Darlene. He especially loved music and the Astros. His cooking
skills were used helping make
frikadeller (meatballs) for the
Danish Museum’s lunch tours.
He is survived by his wife,
Darleen Juhl Miksik of
Danevang; daughter, Annette
Marek (Bennie); son, Juhl
Miksik; 2 grandchildren, 2
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
Wesley was preceded in
death by his parents; sister,
Emillie Bier and brothers, Alvin and Raymond.
Services were held November 7 at the Danevang
Lutheran Church with Pastor
Donald Southall and Pastor
Donna Zipp officiating. Burial
with military honors under
the auspices of American Legion Post 251 followed at the
Danevang Lutheran Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be
made to the Danevang Lutheran Church or donor’s
choice.
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Obituaries Continued
Alton Norman Nelsen
(87) of Blessing passed away
at his home on December
13, 2016. He was born on
June 20, 1929 in Danevang
to Hans Jacob and Emilie
Andersen Nelsen. As an
active 4H member, he was
selected to be a delegate in
the International Farm
Youth Exchange Project
which allowed him to live
and work in agricultural
communities throughout
Denmark when he was in
high school.
He was a graduate of
Texas College of Arts & Sciences in 1951. He enlisted
in the U.S. Army. While
stationed in Austria, he met
his future wife, Frieda Artner. They married in 1955
in Danevang. He obtained a
Masters in Education at Sam
Houston State College. He
taught upper level math and
science courses in Tidehaven for 36 years.
After retirement, he enjoyed farming, the United
Methodist Church of Palacios and the Matagorda
County Retired Teachers
Association.
He was preceded in
death by his parents, Frieda,
his wife of 56 years; his sonin-law, Vernon L. Henkes
and his brother, Gilbert Nelsen. He is survived by

daughters Linda Miculka
(David); Patsy Simpson
(Clay); Donna Henkes Tuttle
(Steve) and son, Aaron Nelsen (M’Liss), 8 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren
and his brother, Daniel. His
close friend, Nellie Rockenbaugh, will also miss him.
Funeral services were
held at First United Methodist Church in Palacios on
December 16, 2016. Interment followed at Hawley
Cemetery.
Memorial donations may
be made to: Tidehaven ISD,
Alton N. Nelsen Scholarship
Fund, P.O. Box 129 El Maton, TX 77440.
Karin Marie Wind (58)
of San Antonio passed away
on January 1, 2017. She was
born September 3, 1958 in
Bay City to Ellis E. and Mary
Ann Wind. She spent her
younger years in the Houston area. She was a graduate of Sul Ross University in
Alpine with a BS in Range
Management. She worked
for a gas pipeline company
in the Midwest. She returned to Texas where she
completed her nursing degree from UT Health Science
Center in San Antonio. She
was a neonatal intensive
care nurse at Methodist
Hospital for twenty years.
In her free time, she en-

joyed reading, old movies,
and animals, especially horses, dogs and cats.
She was preceded in
death by her father and an
infant brother, Roger. A
private family burial will be
held. Donations can be
offered to: Helotes Humane
Society, Helotes, TX,
www.hhsanimal.org or to
the Danish Heritage Museum of Danevang, TX,
www.danevangtx.org.
Lanus Leon Treadwell
(68) of El Campo, passed
away on January 12, 2017.
He was born on September
28, 1948 in El Campo to
Lanus Albert and Clara
Brodsgaard Treadwell. He
was employed by Conoco
for 34 years in oilfield production and retired as an
oilfield consultant. With his
work he traveled extensively
around the world, all over
the United States and Texas.
He was a 1967 graduate of
El Campo High School and
earned a scholarship to Baylor University where he
played football. He was an
avid sports fan.

God’s Blessings on
Each Family

PAGE

10

Donations
Donations to the General Fund
Ole Galsgaard

Kai G. & Elisbeth Nirell

Alfred Wind

Gary Petersen

Harry & Virginia Hall

W. Ted Hansen

Paul & Pamela Pope

Dr. John & Cecilia Bell

Ernest & Mary Lou Fleer

Bridget L. Jensen

Hans Clinton & Marie Jensen Richard Ramsey

Norman Thaysen

In Remembrance
Kenneth & Karyl Andersen

In memory of Hans & Anna Andersen

Roger & Betty Andersen

In memory of Hans & Anna Andersen

Dale Atchetee

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard

Chris & Carol Barbee

In memory of Jack & Lois Hansen

Reva Bardusch

In memory of Mary Ethel Fleer Mare

Joe & Vivian Barrington

In memory of Alfred Hansen

Elvin & Suzan Berndt

In memory of Wesley Miksik

Bertha Birkman

In memory of Dorothy Nicholson

Beverly Burmeier

In memory of Myrtle & Annette Waldman

Harold Christensen

In memory of Asta Nygaard

Jane M. Edwards

In memory of Bine & Olga Andersen

Gerald & Myrna Christensen

In memory of Andy & Marieane Bernd

Irene Flagg

In memory of Neal Flagg

Gary & Kim Gardell

In memory of Anne Berndt Gardell

Mark & Sarah Hajovsky

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard

Dennis Hansen

In memory of Melvin & Marjorie Hansen

Blayne & Pamela Hansen-Henton

In memory of Lyle Hansen

Dorothy S. Jahger

In memory of Frans J. Jahger

Kristine Lewis

In memory of Doris Gray Andersen

Carolyn Mitchell

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard

Ronald Petersen

In memory of Eddie & Hilda Petersen

Phill & Marilyn Richman

In memory of Carl & Marie Thaysen, Erling Thaysen &
Patrick Richman

James & Jeanne Sralla

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard
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Donations Continued
In Remembrance (continued)
Ed Trapp

In memory of Pearl Juhl Cepello

Barbara Trotter

In memory of Harold E. Wolf Family

Jim & Julie (Hermansen) Turner

In memory of Ruth & Billy Hermansen

William Valigura

In memory of Merle L. Teat

Kirby & Patsy Waldrop

In memory of Merle Longwood Teat

Carolyn Westerholm

In memory of Kermit Westerholm

Jetta Westerholm

In memory of Kermit Westerholm

Harold & Claire Wind

In memory of Lars & Dora Wind

Donations to the Endowment Fund
Jimmie & Virginia Barosh

In memory of Wesley Miksik

Brendan & Martha Gau

In memory of Al Jensen

Paul & Kathi Jensen

In memory of Alfred R. & Ruby Earl Jensen

Bea Jones

In memory of James & Johanna Jones

Valerie Leger

In memory of Ingaborg Atchetee

Robert & Ramona Lesak

In memory of Wesley Miksik

Kristine Lewis

In memory of Hans T. & Anna Andersen

James E. Petersen

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard

Ronald Petersen

In memory of Eddie & Hilda Petersen

Elna (Jensen) Sheetz

In memory of Al Jensen

James & Jeanne Sralla

In memory of Dengsie & Zella Hansen

Clayton or Linda Teat

In memory of Virginia Valigura

William Valigura

In memory of Virginia Longwood Valigura

Kirby or Patsy Waldrop

In memory of Virginia Longwood Valigura

Carol Lester Wind & Erna (Jassy)

In memory of Bonnie Harton

Clark or Cyndy Young

In memory of Michael Brodsgaard

Gary Petersen

In support of the Museum

In Honor of
Steven & Amanda Scales

In honor of Bridget Jensen

Douglas & Glenell Wenglar

In honor of Sandra Petersen
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The Danish Heritage Preservation Society
Board of Directors
Sandra Petersen ............................... President
Ralph Petersen .......................... Vice President
Pam Petersen Pope .......................... Secretary
Sharon Mayhall ................................ Treasurer
Lydia Petersen Dicks .......................... Member
Cheryl Lucas ....................................... Member
Sherry Larsen Green .......................... Member
Natalie Hansen ................................... Member
Cynthia Thyssen Priesmeyer ............. Member
Jay Kristiansen .................................... Member
Michael Hansen ................................... Member
Irvin Wind ........................................... Member
Carolyn Mitchell ................................. Member
Paul A. Jensen ..................................... Member
Bridget Jensen Howard ...................... Member
Museum Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays, Mondays and Holidays
E-mail: danishmuseum4@gmail.com
Published by The Danish Heritage Preservation Society
Lydia Petersen Dicks: Editor-in-Chief

The Danish Heritage Preservation Society
P.O. Box 368
Danevang, Texas 77432
979-578-0808

